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The Stamps of dibebenden. 


BY Dr. MAGNUS. 





(Translated from Le Timbre Poste.) 


Amateurs who have collected for many years are aware that at cer- 
tain times, a rumor is, spread about that such a’ country is about 
to adopt postage stamps. A veritable series, or some official or authen- 
tic essays hasten to confirm this rumor. But often the emission is 
preceded by the appearance of false stamps, humbugs, which the dis- 
honesty of certain individuals inflicts upon the credulous community. 
Of these fraudulent issues, the samples of San Salvador and of Para- 
guay. will suffice. And now we present a new case with which to enter- 
tain our readers. 

During the year 1871, the English journals announced the approach- 
ing adoption of stamps for Burmah, stamps both fiscal and postal. It 
was, we believe, at the time when the Burmese ambassadors were visit- 
ing the different European countries. This announcement was almost 
forgotten, when there appeared in the Stamp, a new English journal, 
. the following notice : 


“ Pahlunpoor (British Burmah?). We are informed that a series of 
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ocal stamps of seven values, probably the same as those of Deccan, is 
to be issued in a short time.” 

This announcement, in this dubious form, was well intended to excite 
public curiosity, and to concentrate it on the new emission. We are 
not in the confidence of the editor of the Stamp, but if the series which 
they have announced, no doubt in good faith, is the same which Mr. 
Moens has just sent us for examination, we do not hesitate to say that 
they have e the dupes of some swindler. But to come to the 
point at once, and without further preamble : ; 

The so-called issue of Pahlunpoor is composed of seven stamps, all of 
‘a@ grey-black color, and printed by hand on laid note paper. They have 
a slight resemblance to the rectangular stamps of Cashmere, but the least 
scrutiny will disclose in the author a complete ignorance, not only of 
the numerous characters of the diverse languages of India,but also of the 
least geographical and ethnographical knowledge. Cashmere and Bur- 
mah are far apart, and are further separated by populations speaking 

very different languages, and particularly in their use of written charac- 
-ters which vary from one another and have no analogy further than a 
common Aryan origin and a derivation from the Sanscrit. This is the 
case with certain portions of the peoples of India, particularly in the 
north, where the people preserve the Persian as the langedge of poetry 
and literature, and have besides their peculiar idioms. Thus it happens 
that the stamps of the Deccan and of Cashmere bear Persian and native 
inscriptions. But Burmah, whether English or independent, holds more 
to the Mongolian race and the Chinese. ‘‘ The Burmese are separated 
from the Hindus, not only by a narrow chain of mountains, but also by 
a marked difference in the two peoples. The Burmesian alphabet con- 
tains many letters which express only shades of thesame sound. Their 
idiom is composed of Pali and Chinese.” (Malte Brun.) 

Burmah belongs then to Indo-China, and not to India. 

The stamps which we have examined are composed of two parts, one, 
the outer portion which comprises the legend common to all the values, 
and a central part which is considered to contain the figure of value, 

- this part being modified to suit the different values. There is here one 
very important distinction to be drawn. In the different native stamps 
of Asia, as those of Cashmere and Japan for instance, each value has 
been printed with special and complete carefulness. In the case of Ja- 
pan, this fact is a little exaggerated, since each value is in plates of 
four stamps, all having been engraved specially, and not reproduced 
from a single die as is the case with European stamps. One may cite 
the stamps of the first issue of Shanghai ; but it must be borne in 
mind that this was a provisional series emitted by an administration 
. not Chinese, but Anglo-American, 
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The external part, the frame properly speaking, presents a kind of 
star which is intended to represent the lotus on the Cashmere stamp. 
If this lotus be placed uppermost, there will be found on each side and 
in a sort of pointed oval, some lines which are without doubt pretended 
to represent the annas (!) of Burmah. As we are not acquainted with 
these annas, we cannot pass condemnation on this point. Between the 
two ovals are characters which resemble nothing, either Indian, Persian, 
or Burmesan, for the Burmese use special characters. In looking over 
this alphabet it is found that the principal element of the letters is a 
circle the value of which is modified either by juxtaposition or appen- 
dices. It is the same with the numbers. This applies to the common 
written characters, but there is another, the Pali, introduced. by the 
Buddhists and used for the sacred books only. This latter language 
resembles the Sanscrit from which it is derived ; and it is from this that 
the Burmesan tongue has taken its origin, as the languages of the Latin 
races are derived {rom the Latin. 

All the lower half of the legend presents lines more or less rounded, 
and points, which are doubtless intended to be Persian. From what 
we have said above, we may be right in asking, what has the Persian 
to do with this? But it is not Persian. The marks on the left resem- 
ble rather vaguely, two of the rectangular stamps of Cashmere, but the 
legend was reversed as on the circular stamps! On the right two lines 
are found that might, by a stretch of the imagination, be compared to 
characters denoting annas. However, it is not necessary to know the 
Persian language in order to stamp these characters as purely fantastic. 

We now come to the central portion, and it is there the imagination 
ot the counterfeiters has vented itself on the ignorance of collectors. 
The symbols are intended to represent Burmesian figures. We have 
before us the list of these figures from the work® of M. Piham, and 
we assert that the figures in the work offer no analogy to those on the 
stamps. M. Piham’s work is drawn from the first authorities, and en- 
joys a well-merited reputation among Orientalists. On the contrary, 
the figures in these soi-disant stamps of Pahlinpoor, present the great- 
est anology with those of Cashmere. 

Having thoroughly compared, and therefore understanding, these 
values, we may be permitted to point out some late facts which show 
what vile fraud the author of these stamps has perpetrated. 

The values of the three stamps of the circular series of Cashmere are 
unknown to this day. Resting upon conjectures more or less reasonable, 
and in the absence of intelligence which Major Caracroft and Mr. Wil- 
son have neglected to furnish, Mr. Pemberton gives the following values, 
depending on the colors of the impression : 

*Expose des signes de numeratia usites chef les peoples orientaux anciens et modernes, 
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= 








(Three parallel lines) + Anna. 
(A nearly vertical line) em 
(A line through a crescent) 4 ‘* 


Owing to our numerous researches, the book of M. Piham, and the 
close scrutiny to which the Cashmere stamps have been subjected, we 
can say that any of the heretofore known figures bear no likeness to the 
three signs above given. But the figures of dates in Indian characters, 
on the rectangular stamps, bear a singular resemblance to Punjaub and 
especially Sindh numerals (the Punjaub and the Sindh are neighbors of 
Cashmere), which, like the Cashmere figures, are derived from the 
Sanscrit. 

Accounts are reckoned in India by rupees, quarters of rupees, annas 
are their fractions. A mark resembling the numeral 3 dé guene, placed 
above the value, denotes rupees ; one or several vertical lines indicate 
quarters ; and a crescent serves for annas, etc. Here is a ray of light. 
Applying the information to the circular stamps of Cashmere we find 
that the third of Pemberton’s list would indicate 1 anna, the 1 having 
almost the form of a line in the Punjaub and Sindh numerations ; the 
second,-a quarter ; and the third, three-quarters—but of what ? Rupees 
in all probability ; and this assumption is not unreasonable, for it gives 
to these three stamps the value of 1, 4 and 12 annas (the rupee being 
worth 16 annas) or about 1id-, 6d., and 18d. 

It may be well to give here a few suggestions as to the manner of 
holding the stamps. The four Indian pi denoting “‘ Jumoon 
Cashmere” should be placed uppérmost, the rest of the legend, in 
Persian, occupying the lower portion. Thus placed the lines of the 
central portion will be found almost vertical. 

The author of these fraudulent stamps of Pahlunpoor was evidently 
not aware of these little particulars, which ought to be familiar to 
natives. But relying on the excellent labors of Mr. Pemberton, he has 
taken the signs in the circular Cashmerian stamps for the values them- 
selves, for in the rectangular series the values are expressed in letters. 
Also, the date in Indian characters on these latter, has served for the 
other values of the false stamps. 

Let us now turn to the stamps themselves ; and the counterfeiter has 
aided in deciphering their values, by indicating them in Roman figmes 
on the reverse. 

4 Anna—The central portion presents three parallel lines, but dis- 
posed transversely as has been done to this day, in all reproductions of 
the stamps of Cashmere. We have shown that these lines should be 


placed differently, and represent { of a rupee, or 12 annas and not i 
anna. 
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1 Anna—T he central parts contains an oblique line similar to that in 
the second type of Cashmere, of the reputed value of 1 anna. Such a 
line really expresses ? rupee or 4 annas. 

2 Annas—The central part contains a figure 2, but disposed from left 
to right, and differing completely from the placing of the 2 as seen in 
the Indian date of the stamps of Cashmere. Or perhaps it was intend- 
ed to coarsely represent the Arabian 2, as it appears in turning the 
stamp, that is, with the lotos or star at the bottom. 

3 Annas—-A vague representation of the 3 from the Indian date, but 
reversed. 

4 Annas—-In the central portion is seen the value on the third of 
Pemberton’s list—a line above the crescent, reputed to be 4 annas, but 
which we can show is only 1 anna. However, new proof of the ignor- 
ance of the counterfeiter will be seen it the lotus is placed above ; the 
crescent surmounts the line. 

8 Annas—This has a sort of V. He is not much of an amateur who 
does not know that the mark is the Arabian numeral 7; and turned 
upside down, the vertex above, it denotes 8. But why the Arabian or 
Persian characters in the midst of so many Indian ? 

12 Annas—The central part presents two symbols—a line, and a 
mark similar to that in the 2 annas. This is similar to the 12 annas of 
the Deccan, but in Arabian figures. 

In conclusion, we are decidedly of the opinion that the designer of 
these stamps, in order to be correct as his figures, places the lotos be- 
neath. But then the central part presents such a medley of figures 
—Indian, Arabian, etc. 

Collectors, does not the author of such an imposition merit the pillory 
of public opinion ? Let us then brand this conduct as ignoble, and 
hand down to general opprobrium the name of the fabricator, R. Cousen, 
of London. 


ee OZ) oe 
Clippings. 


Telegraph postal cards are now issued by the English Government. 
The cards are deposited as letters, and collected hourly by carriers. 


AppropriATe.—The front of the post office at Hong Kong bears the 
following inscription ; “‘ As cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news 
from a far country.” 

A Southwestern man recently forwarded to Washington eighteen 
mutilated three-cent postage stamps, and modestly asked the Postmas- 
ter-General to either send him good ones in return or “ make it right” 
by giving him an appointment of some kind. 
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TENTH SERIES. 


J. W. SCOTT & Co.'s 
POPULAR PACKETS. 


Nore.—Ever —Every Stamp in these p packets is warranted genuine, under a penalty of gv 
A 3c. stamp must always accompany all orders for return postage. 
PACKET. 


BIG A.—Contains 50 Varieties of Used Stamps, 
Including Cuba, Holiand, Old Canada, Cape of Good Hope, &ec., 25 cents 
BIG B.—Contains 75 Varieties of Used Stamps, 
Including Tasmania, Old Belgium, Hungary, and Old Austria, jo * 
BIG C.—Contains 100 Varieties of Really Good Stamps, 
Ineluding Egypt, Turkey, West Australia, Straits Settlements, Mauritius, &c. $1.00 
BIG D.—Contains 100 Varieties of Used and Unused Stamps, 
Entirely different to those contained in packet Big C, and includes amongst 
other scarce ones, stamps from the paving States : Servia, Spain, a roa 
Mexico, South Australia, &e., $1.00 
BIG E.—Contains 25 Varieties of South and Central American Stam 
Including amongst others, Salvador, Chili, Costa Rica, Jamaica, &c., - ” $1.00 
BIG F.—Contains 75 Varieties of United States Stamps, 
Both Postal and Revenue, $1.00 
BIG G.—Contains 12 Varieties of United States Local Stamps, 
Wauranted Genuine, 25 cents. 
BIG H.—Contains 25 Varieties of U.S. Revenue Stamps, - . aoe 
BIG I.—Contains 15 Varieties of Canada Revenue Stamps, 25“ 
BIG K.—Contains 25 Varieties of Good Obsolete Stamps, 
Including Old Switzerland, Naples, Sweden, Spain, &c., 25“ 
BIG L.—Contains 10 Varieties Weed Stamps, 
Including Peru Black 1d. English, Old Baden, &c., . 25 
BIG M.—Contains 20 Varieties of Shares Stamps, 
Including Spain, Servia, Saxon um, &e., 25 
BIG N.—Contains 10 Varieties "Good 1 Dnused Stamps, 
Including Maderia, Newfoundland, Prince Edward Isle, &c., - 25 
BIG 0.—Contains 25 Varieties of Good Unused ope, 
Including Brazil, Jamaica, New Granada, &c., - 50 
RIG P.—Contains 25 Varieties of Good Used Stampe, 
Including Mexico, Honduras, Bahamas, &c., - - 50 
BIG Q.—10 Varieties Foreign Revenue Stamps, - - 25 
BIG R.—Set, 116 Hamburg Locals, - 
BIG 8 —Contains 100 Varieties Used Foreign Stamps, 
Including one from nearly every meee d' in the world. This is wr cheap 
Fee is highly recommended, - - $5 00 
BIG T.—Contains 250 Varieties of Used Stamps, 
Including Bahamas, Barbadoes, Victoria, Russia, New Geanaia, Haples, 
Natal, Cape of Good Hope, Heligoland, &c., - 
BIG W.—Contains 500 Foreign Stamps, 
Including some from nearly every country in the world, amongst which 
may be found Ecuador, Guatemala, Fiji, and Sandwich Isles, Montevideo, 
Mexico, Martinique, &c., &c., and is ‘decidedly the best and cheapest ese 
for any one not having more than 600 in their collection, - $10 00 
‘lhis packet will be neatly arranged in a good album by adding the price of the album, 
$2.50, 3.50 or 5.00 extra. 
For List of Dealers Packets, see “ American Journal of Philately.” 


PRICE. 
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Sets of Unused Stamps. 
VARIETIES. 


Alsace and Loraine, 6 
Angola, 4 
Argentine Republic, = 
‘ os a7, 
Austrian Newspaper, 1800, 
Baden, 1862-4, 
Bahamas, 
Bavaria, 1849-58, 
s¢ "1862, 
Belgium, 1861, 
“6 1866, 
* 1869, 
Bergedorf, 
permuda, 1865-73, 
Brazil, 1866, 
Brunswick, 1865, 
Buenos Ayres, 1859-62, 
Cape of Good Hope, 1863,-5, 
Canada, 1870, 
Cashmere, 


Confederate States, 1861-3, 
1863, 


Curaco, 
Danube Nay. Co. 
Denmark, 1871, 
Egypt, 1872, 
Figi Islands, 1872, 
Surcharged 
Finland, 1860-67, 
a Rep.., 1870, 
Hamburg, 
Honduras, 
Italy, 1856, 
‘* 1870, 
Iceland, 
Japan, 
Liberia; 
Lubec, 1859, 
Mauritius, (Britannia) 1856-69, 
Mecklenburg Strelitz. 
Mexico, 1864, 
** 1867, 
1866, engraved 
Modena, 1852, 
‘+ 4869, 


PRICE. 
$0.10 
50 
1,00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.50 
1.50 
1.00 
1.00 
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PRICE. 
50 
2.00 


VARIETIES. 
Naples, 8 
Newfoundland. 1860, 5 
Nicaragua, 4 
Oldenburgh, 1866, 
Peru, 1866, 
Portugal, 1862, 
1853, 
Portuguese Indies, 
Prussia, 1861, 
1867, 
1850, 
Roumania, 1862, 
= 1865, 
1873, 
Russia (Levant), 
Sandwich Isles, 1871, 
Saxony, 1863, 
Schleswig, Schleswig Holstein, 
and Holsteia, 
Servia, 1869, 
Shanghai, 
South African Republic, 
1850, 
1857, 
1861, 


1862 


Spain, 


1sH4 
1866 
L870 
1873 
1854 
L855 


Official, 


1857, 


Spanish West Indies, 


L868, 
1870, 


1871, 
1873 


-_of f+ ee ee BO MI 


Sweden, Throndhjems 
Switzerland, 1854, 
1862-8, 
Envelope, 1867-8, 
Turkey, 
United States, 1851, 
sd “ Newspaper S 
Uruguay, 1856, 
os 1859, 
1864, 
Venezuela, 1859, 
Wurtemburg, 1057, 
+ ~~ 1862, 
- 1869, 


1863, 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
J. Ws. & CO., 


Take great pleasure in introducing to the Philatelic world 


The Reventie Stamp Album. 


This Album is specially designed to contain the Revenue Stamps of 
the world, great care having been bestowed in its preparation. It con- 
tains the only complete list of U. 8. Revenue Stamps ever published, 
and is well calculated to contain in a convenient and elegant form these 
interesting mementoes of the greatest struggle the em has ever wit- 
nessed, and vividly illustrates the darkest pages of our national history. 
It is made uniform with the Common Sense Postage Stamp Album, 
and forms an interesting second volume to that work. 


EXTRACT FROM PREFACE. 


In the present state of knowledge concerning revenue stamps, it is simply impossible to 
make the book perfect, nor would it be advisable to do so, if the necessary data were at band, 
as the supply of these labels is, at present very limited, which would in that ease, make it im- 

ible to fill the album. Perhaps the greatest charm in collecting revenue stamps consists 
m the uncertainty and romance connected with it; nearly every amateur having specimens in 
his album which are totally unknown to his brother collectors, and there being no definite 
value or degrees of value yet established ; but, of course, this state of things is rapidly pass- 
ing away, and ere many years. or even months have elapsed, collectors will awake to the 
knowledge that they have some priceless varieties amongst their revenue stamps, which, per- 
haps, have only cost them two or three cents. 

‘aking these facts into consideration, spaces have only been prepared for well-known and 
obtainable series of foreign revenue stamps ; but by the plentiful distribution of blank pages 
throughout the book ample room has been secured for all fiscal stamps that may be acquired 
by the owner. In regard to the emission of the United States the case is very different, as 
nearly every American Philatelist is desirous of obtaining a complete vet of the fiseal stamps of 
his own country. Therefore great care has been taken to provide space for every stamp that 
has ever been issued by our own country, with the exception of beer, spirit, and ‘obaceo stamps, 
which it has been pronounced illegal to collect. but as large numbers do collect them sufficient 
blank pages have left fortheir accommodation, and taking into consideration their large 
size, they can be arranged with equal fycility without the aid of lines. : 

CLOTH, gilt lettering, &e., 








: . . ; : -  $8,00 
EXTRA, heavy paper, latge number of additional leaves, clasps, Xc., as 

HALF MOROCCO, twice the thickness of last, - - - - - 10.00 
‘LEVANT, gilt edges, very strong, and handsomely bound, . 15.00 
FULL é or Russia, a magnificent book - - - 25.00 


Postage 25 cents extra, on first two. the others are too heavy to be sent by post. 


THE MERCHANT FLAGS OF THE WORLD. 
Magnificently printed in their true colors, and giving correct representations of many flags never 
before ‘published Price only 25 cents. 

“This Chart, containing many Flags never before published, has been collected with great 
care, and can be relied upon as being strictly accurate. Unlike other sheets, it gives the 
of the NATION, such as may be seen floating from the masts of its vessels in our 
har' and by its aid the nationality of any ship may be easily determined, instead of the 
gorgeous piece of bunting which simply belongs to one family, and is seldomif ever seen 

out of their Country.” 


Can be had speciall printed on thin paper for insertion in Scott’s celebrated Common 
° Sense and other Stamp Albums, 





